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Division 31:  Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, $26 057 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr J.A. McGinty, Attorney General. 

Mr R. Cock, Director of Public Prosecutions. 

Mr P. Byrne, Director Corporate Services. 

Mr P. Carden, Manager, Finance. 

Mr D. Cloghan, Chief of Staff, Attorney General’s Office. 
Ms J. Evans, Principal Policy Officer, Attorney General’s Office. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Nedlands. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I refer to the fourth dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 511, which 
states - 

In the short term, the abolition of preliminary hearings in conjunction with early disclosure has caused a 
spike in workload and created extra demand on the Office’s resources to ensure all changes are 
implemented effectively. 

Can the Attorney General tell me how many additional prosecutors and paralegal staff were recruited in 2005-06 
above attrition? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I am told approximately six, and there are currently approximately 25 vacancies for 
prosecutorial staff in the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Sorry, there are 25 vacancies.  How many paralegals, Attorney General, and what is the 
total number of staff, please? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Perhaps Mr Cock will be able to answer that question. 

Mr R. Cock:  There are 24 full-time equivalent paralegals, and there are three vacancies in those areas. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  There are 24 FTEs and how many paralegals? 

Mr R. Cock:  There are 24 paralegals, of which there are three vacancies.  There are four paralegal team leaders 
on top of the 24.  Therefore, there are 28 paralegals in total, of which three positions are vacant. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I also asked how many additional prosecutors were recruited in 2005-06. 

Mr R. Cock:  The government has approved the appointment of 42 new prosecutors. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Yes, but how many have been employed in 2005-06? 

Mr R. Cock:  As I understand it, about 25 vacancies exist presently, and 42 minus 25 equals 17, so we have 
employed 17 new ones. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  What is the total number of staff - that is, lawyers and non-lawyers - in the Office of the 
DPP? 

Mr R. Cock:  The full complement of lawyers in the office, if all positions are filled, is 110, and the full 
complement of staff in total is 209. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The total number of lawyers is 110, but the office is 25 short at the moment.  It needs 
25 per cent more. 

Mr R. Cock:  Yes. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Attorney General has held his position for five years, and the Office of the DPP, with 
its current workload, is 25 per cent short of legal officers.  What will the Attorney General do about it? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I think the answer to that question is that a significant injection of additional funding to 
enable the employment of the additional prosecutors was made available to the DPP from 1 February this year - 
which was only a few months ago - and that is enabling the significant additional increase in the prosecutorial 
staff in the Office of the DPP.  To supplement that, I am told that a further 26 lawyers applied to fill vacancies in 
the Office of the DPP, and they are being interviewed this week, so we are in the process of filling those vacant 
positions for which the government provided the DPP with additional funding during the current financial year. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Does the Attorney General accept that by seriously under-resourcing the Office of the DPP 
for the past five years and making it work on the smell of an oily rag, he has compromised the administration of 
the criminal justice system in this state? 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 23 May 2006] 

 p152b-154a 
Chairman; Ms Sue Walker; Mr Jim McGinty; Mr Ben Wyatt 

 [2] 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  No. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It is 25 per cent short of legal officers.  That is disgraceful. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  That is an increase on previous years, and the office is in the process of employing them. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It is not their fault. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  One need look only at the budget figures set out on page 511.  I draw attention to the fact 
that the 2005-06 estimated actual budget of the Office of the DPP is $18.6 million.  In the budget that is currently 
under consideration, that figure jumps to $26 million, so it is an enormous injection of funds and, hopefully, 
prosecutorial capacity into the Office of the DPP. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have a further question. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I will move on, and then I will come back to the member, because we are running out of 
time, and another member has a question. 

Mr B.S. WYATT:  I refer to page 512.  My question is in a similar vein, so it may be appropriate that the 
director answer it.   

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  No-one is suggesting that I cannot?   

[9.50 pm] 
Mr B.S. WYATT:  Not at all.  I was at the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions when the funding 
increase was announced.  One thing that was crystal clear was that the DPP, as are private sector law firms, was 
having significant difficulty employing lawyers.  I know from various discussions that an extensive advertising 
process was undertaken.  My question is about the advertising process.  
The CHAIRMAN:  I will call the member for Nedlands to order if she does not start behaving herself.  I do not 
need the commentary from the left.  I know how to chair in this chamber, so I do not need her assistance to do 
so.  
Mr B.S. WYATT:  Thank you Madam Chair.  Where were those advertisements placed for those lawyers?   
Mr R. Cock:  Advertisements were placed in The West Australian and with an on-line job search network.  
Advertisements have recently been placed in the Law Society journal.  Advertisements have also been circulated 
to all DPP offices throughout Australia and given to all staff at all other offices in Australia.  Some inquiries 
have been received from as far away as the United Kingdom and New Zealand.  That demonstrates that the on-
line service was able to reach people on the other side of the world.  
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


